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situation "new and important," and that the British Government
must not be regarded as a passive spectator.1
If we may believe the German documents, the dispatch of the
Panther was the idea of Kiderlen Waechter, the German Foreign
Secretary, a devout believer in the efficacy of the " big stick," who
protested to the end that, he was under the honest belief that the
French would be encouraged and the negotiations brought to the
desired conclusion by this stroke. So he assured the Kaiser, who was
yachting at Kiel and, being of a like disposition, the Kaiser believed
him. Both Kaiser and Foreign Secretary were thrown into confusion
when the expected result did not follow. " It is pure farce,", said
the Kaiser, " and what the devil is to happen now ? " Heated notes
were exchanged between Kiel and Berlin, and when Kiderlen "Waechter
expressed the opinion that" we must continue to act strongly if we are
to get a good result" the Kaiser fell into something like a panic. " I
must return home at once," he telegraphed," for I can't let my Govern-
ment go on like this without being on the spot and in a position to
supervise the consequences and take them into my own hands. That
would be unpardonable and altogether too Parliamentary. Le Roi
$'amuse, and in the meantime we are steering towards mobilization.
That must not take place without me. Our Allies must be informed
first. That will bring them into sympathy with us. ... The Gauls
have got over their first fright and found time to obtain advice in
Petersburg and Londoii, the thing I always feared owing to the
incredibly slow pace of the negotiations." To these cries of alarm the
Minister in attendance, Herr Treuder, added a private warning to the
Chancellor, Bethmann Hollweg, that it would be very difficult to
obtain the Kaiser's consent to any steps which he thought might lead
to war. Kiderlen Waechter was so upset by these signs of displeasure
in the highest quarter that he offered to resign, but was dissuaded by
Bethmann Hollweg, who telegraphed to the Kaiser that he need
1 For details in this Chapter see chiefly G.P., XXIX; Gooch and Temperky,
Vol. VH ; Grey " Twenty-five Years," Vol. I, pp. 224-5 ; Lloyd George,
" War Memoirs " ; the author's " Fifty Years of Europe " CL XXXIIL
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